
Isaiah: Keeping your heart

Isaiah 29:13,  “And the Lord said: "Because this people 
draw near with their mouth and honor me with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear 

of me is a commandment taught by men.” 



Keeping your heart

Proverbs 4:23, “Keep your heart with all 
vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” 
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What kind of activity did Jesus say was the most 
dangerous to your spiritual life and health?



The importance of following the covenant conditions

Leviticus 9:6-7, “And Moses said, "This is the thing 
that the LORD commanded you to do, that the glory 
of the LORD may appear to you.” Then Moses said to 

Aaron, "Draw near to the altar and offer your sin 
offering and your burnt offering and make 

atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring 
the offering of the people and make atonement for 

them, as the LORD has commanded.”



Leviticus 9:8-11, “So Aaron drew near to the altar and 
killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 
And the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and 

he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the 
horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the 

base of the altar. But the fat and the kidneys and the 
long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned 

on the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. The flesh 
and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.” 



Leviticus 9:23-24, “And Moses and Aaron went into 
the tent of meeting, and when they came out they 

blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD 
appeared to all the people. And fire came out from 

before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and 
the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people 

saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.” 



Leviticus 10:1-2, “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid 

incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before 
the LORD, which he had not commanded them.  And 
fire came out from before the LORD and consumed 

them, and they died before the LORD.” 
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Unforgiveness



Matthew 5:21-24, "You have heard that it was said to those 
of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is 

angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, 

and then come and offer your gift.”



Wait a minute, what?
This wasn’t required in the Old Covenant.

Exodus 21:23-25, “But if there is harm, then you 
shall pay life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 

hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe.” 



The New Covenant is based on Grace.

John 1:17, “For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 



Matthew 6:9-15, “Pray then like this: "Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For if you forgive others their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses.”



Mark 11:22-25, “And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in 
God. Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be 
taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does not doubt in 

his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, 
it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you 
ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you 

have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who 
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses."



Lord, how dangerous is a thermonuclear warhead? 
Sorry, I mean un-forgiveness?

Matthew 18:21-23, “Then Peter came up and said to him, 
"Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, "I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his servants…”



Matthew 18:32-35, “Then his master summoned him 
and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 

had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered 
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So 

also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from your heart."



We will experience the grace we show

Luke 6:36-38, “Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful. "Judge not, and you will not be judged; 

condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, 
and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 
you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”



Warning: You have a super-power!

John 20:22-23, “And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld."



Warning: Bitterness and wrath heavies the heart!

Ephesians 4:30-32, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” 



Warning: Un-grace is contagious!

Hebrews 12:15, “See to it that no one fails to obtain the 
grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and 

causes trouble, and by it many become defiled.”



Luke 17:3-5,  “Pay attention to yourselves! If your 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive 
him, and if he sins against you seven times in the 

day, and turns to you seven times, saying, 'I 
repent,' you must forgive him.” 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!” 


